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preserving a part of America’s past 


At the operating desk. 

Letters from our readers brought much _ additional 
information on keys featured in past issues. Check out the 
responses in the Key Clicks section at the back. 

One of the more interesting keys to add to our collection is 
the Bunnell Gold Bug. This is generally acknowledged to be a poor 
design from an operating standpoint, but it really stands out on the 
display shelf. When we feature a key in TVC we like to bring you 
all of the information on it, including patent information when 
possible. The Gold Bug surprised us. Here’s a key that was a dud 
in the marketplace and for that reason produced for only a few 
years, and yet it was covered by three separate patents! If nothing 
else, that gives it a fascinating historical background. 

There’s more in this issue, of course. A "boat" key that was 
used in airplanes; leaf-spring switches that are sometimes mistaken 
for keys; and Vibroplex keys that are too often mistaken for the 
wrong model. 

By the time the next issue of TVC comes out (in October), 
the annual AWA convention at Rochester, NY (actually, it’s held 
in Henrietta) will have come and gone. If you can possibly make 
it, do so; the dates are September 4 - 7. You’ll meet many of your 
fellow telegraph instrument collectors, search through the giant 
outdoor flea market, go crazy at the equipment auctions (see 
TVC13 p. 16) and listen to the speakers at Murray Willer’s 
(VE3FRX) "Key and Telegraph Seminar." See you there. 

From time to time some of you tell me I should "get on the 
*net" and join the other key collectors in hyperspace. I haven’t got 
there yet, but for those of you who are thinking of it, here’s 
another reason to do so: Tom Perera’s (K2DCY) "On-Line Internet 
Telegraph Cyber-Museum." Tom has made available hundreds of 
high-resolution key photos, history, trade lists and other collections 
for your edification and comment. Check it out at: 

http://www.chss.montclair.edu/ ~ pererat/telegraph. html 

--WI1IMQ. 
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Bunnell Gold Bug 


One of the more unusual keys that collectors look for is the Gold 
Bug, the only bug ever manufactured by J.H. Bunnell & Company 
from the mid-1920’s to the early 1930’s. It is an unusual bug in 
several respects. It is uncommonly ornate, incorporating brass parts 
on a brass baseplate mounted on a cast-iron sub-base. Unlike many 
split-lever Vibroplex copies of the era, the Gold Bug carries its 
dash contact directly on the main lever. 

In 1913, fourteen years after the death of Jesse H. Bunnell, 
John J. Ghegan, the President of J.H. Bunnell & Company, filed 
a patent application for a bug that had, as Ghegan admitted, a 
"peculiar construction" of the vibrator. Patent no. 1,140,151 was 
issued in May 1915. 

The vibrator, or pendulum, was not attached to the 
operating lever, but was clamped beside it in the frame. The 
pendulum carried two contacts opposite dot and dash terminals, 
similar to Horace Martin’s first attempt at his "direct point" or 
Model X design (1912 patent no. 1,042,457; see French, p. 50, 
and Holly, p. 71). 

To send a dash, the operating knob is pressed to the left, 
flexing the pendulum and connecting contact #23 with the dash 
contact #24. To send dots, the knob is pressed to the right, freeing 
the tension on the pendulum, which then vibrates. Ghegan’s design 
is therefore a "release" type of bug, in which a pendulum under 
tension is set free to vibrate. 

Semi-automatic keys of the release type had a checkered 
past. The first was William Coffe’s 1904 vertical (see TVC15); 
only a few were made. Horace Martin’s second patent (1904, no. 
767,303) was a release design; the key was never manufactured. 
Ghegan undoubtedly learned the lesson of his predecessors. His 
new key would not be manufactured, but the seed for a "bug" had 
been planted in the Bunnell company, which continued to carry the 
Vibroplex brand of semi-automatic keys. 

In the early 1920’s, President Ghegan and the Bunnell 
company moved once again to provide a semi-automatic key. 
Ghegan’s earlier design was improved and marketed beginning in 
1923; they called it the "Gold" bug. In early 1924, Ghegan filed 
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a patent application for the improvements. Patent no. 1,557,155 
was issued in the fall of 1925 (shown opposite). 

In July 1924, attorney Philip Farnsworth, on behalf of the 
company, filed an application to register the word "GOLD" as a 
trademark for its bug; in 1925 he registered the "Gold" bug logo 
design used on the nameplate. The trademark registrations were 
issued in January, 1926. Both Bunnell and others soon were 
referring to the new key as the "Gold Bug." 


Ser. No. 210,950.°* (CLASS: 21. ELECTRICAL APPA- 
..RATUS,. MACHINES, AND SUPPLIES.) “J. N=Ton- 
NOLL & ComPANE “INC, New _York, N: x “Filed Mar. 
18, 1925.;" oe AE tk § . = 


Bunnell & Company’s Registered Trademark 


In the Gold Bug, as in Ghegan’s earlier design, the 
pendulum flexed when the knob was pressed to the left to make a 
dash, but now the dash contact was on the main lever. And to 
make dots, the pendulum was now actively thrown by the lever, 
as on the Vibroplex design. Gone was the early "release" design. 

Bunnell advertised and promoted the Gold Bug. Its dealers 
encouraged wire chiefs and telegraph office managers to sell the 
key, offering the enticement of commissions. One noticeable 
change to the Gold Bug during its brief life was an adjustable 
paddle, substituted for the fixed knob at the operating end of the 
lever. In 1926, Henry Hesselbach (probably an employee of the 
company) designed a "vertically disposed flat finger piece" 
intended to "relieve fatigue and attain a more comfortable operating 
posture." The patent (next page) was assigned to the company. 

All this activity caught the attention of The Vibroplex 
Company, which was not amused by Ghegan’s new bug. It dragged 
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the Bunnell Company into court in 1927, claiming the design 
infringed on their Model X patent. Vibroplex lost, and lost again 


on appeal. 


Not about to roll over, the Vibroplex Company hauled 
Bunnell into court in 1928, claiming Bunnell unfairly used its 
trademarked word, "BUG." This time, Vibroplex lost not only the 
battle but the war; the term "bug" was held to be a generic term, 
merely descriptive of semi-automatic keys, and as such not entitled 
to protection as a registered trademark. 


THE BUG SUPREME 


The Bunnell “Gold Bug” is known the world 
over for its simplicity of operation and ease of 
adjustment. Made, guaranteed and sold on 
a money-back basis by us, manufacturers of 
telegraph instruments for over forty-five 
years. 

Has fewer parts, is easier to adjust and has 
the best carrying qualities of any semi-auto- 
matic transmitting machine on the market. 


PRICE ONLY $12.50 
tek Bey Complete with Cord and wedge 
—— Carrying Case $3.50 Extra 


LL DOUBLE SPEED WIRELESS KEY 


Half the motion does the work—an easy, rocking 

motion does the trick. No danger of cramp—brings 
back speed and style to operators who have been so 
affected by use of ordinary’keys. Simple, attractive, 
a on a money back basis by the manu- 
acturers of the best telegraph instruments on earth. 


ONLY $9.50 


J. H. BUNNELL & CO., INC., 32 Park Place, NEW YORK, N. Y. 
ESTABLISHED 1879—HEADQUARTERS FOR TRANSMITTING APPARATUS 1037-R. 


April, 1926, ad from QST magazine. 


The Gold Bug has the qualities that make it a favorite of 
collectors. It is unusual and scarce, but not so scarce that we can’t 
hope to find one for our collection. Lynn Burlingame, N7CFO, 
published the serial numbers of twenty-two Gold Bugs in various 
collections (Keyletter #16, p. 167). Using those numbers, and 
Randy Cole’s estimating method (TVC11 p. 14), it appears that 
from 1923 to the early 1930’s, Bunnell made about 1,230 Gold 
Bugs. They are just scarce enough to be challenging to the 
collector. 

The obvious differences between early and late models are 
in the knob, or paddle, and the logo. Early models have a round 
knob; Lynn Burlingame calls it a "Junior Mint" knob, which it 
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D. A. MAHONEY 


i Representing J. H. BUNNELL & CO., New York 


82 NASSAU STREET 
NEW YORK 


TELEPHONE JOHN 4866 


“Dan Mahoney” Cord and Wedge $1 
BEST ON THE MARKET 


“GOLD BUG” : 
$12.50 F. O. B. New York Carrying Case $3.50 Net 


Manager: 


I am enclosing herewith a leaflet bearing on the “GOLD” BUG, the 
latest and BEST of all transmitters. 


This instrument is the Unies and has fewer parts than any other 
of its kind. It has been thoroughly tested out on long-distance Commercial, 
Broker and Newspaper circuits, showing carrying qualities of the highest 
order in all kinds of weather conditions. 


THE BAN LIFTED . 
The Western Union Telegraph Company, under date of April 9th, 1925, 
and the Postal Company under date of August 4th, 1925, raised the ban on 


the “GOLD” BUG, and its use is now permissible on the lines of both, 
throughout their respective systems. 


I shall be glad to have you represent me, and am pleased to make the 
following liberal proposition: 


Upon the receipt of money or express order for $12.50, together with 
parcel post, insured charges, which are merely nominal, a “GOLD” BUG 
will be shipped you, which may be used for a period of five days, and if at 
the end of that time it is found not satisfactory, the same may be returned, 
transportation charges to be prepaid by you, and your money will be 
cheerfully refunded. 


When the second machine is purchased a commission of 25% will be 
given you, and on subsequent orders, 33 1-3% will be allowed from the list 
price ($12.50) bearing in mind that all shipments are F. O. B. New York. 


I.invite your further correspondence, 
Very truly yours 


D. A. MAHONEY 
Sui 


Bunnell Dealer’s Flyer, courtesy of John Mathews, KE6LAW 
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Early Gold bug (SN 54) with stamped logo. 
John Elwood, WW7P, collection. 


resembles. Later models have Hesselbach’s flat, paddle-shaped, 
adjustable fingerpiece stamped with the word "patented". 

The logo is stamped into the brass baseplate on very early 
round-knob Gold Bugs such as John Elwood’s serial number 54 
shown above, or is a separate metal piece affixed to the plate with 
rivets on later round-knob models and the adjustable-knob models 
such as John’s SN 1060 shown on the cover. 


SN 918 with odd sub-base. 
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Two Wonderful 5-Meter 
Jobs Made by R.E.L. 
No, 29% — peter receiver... .$20.50 


No. 297 — S-neter Xmitter. | | $27.75 
Described fully June issue, page 65. 


LEEDS 
TRANSFORMERS 
for 5-meter mixing panels. 
These transformers are flat 


from 100 to 5000 cycles, tube 
to line — universal line to 


I short wave K.F. honeycomb choke. (Ue Tint. 


7 
Now each . . 
RF, detector plate choke. . i 225 


standard sock- 
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R.E.L. No. 278. Band Spread Receiver— The loud 
speaker signals this set brings in ¢ 
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pecially priced $26.45 
lable. Write for complete data 
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Navy Type 
Telegraph 
Key 

ungsten $1.25 


WESTON METERS 
Model 267 — List $16.25 


No. 398 Gold Bug Automatic 
i ransmitting Key 


List $3.60, Navy knob—Yq 
contacts, While they has 


le 
0-15 VD. 
O- 20 M.A 


ruxeed 
complete , with cord and tug. Brand 
new in « tre cartons, le 
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BX mfd. Spec eee ceeneeecees . without haa ™ 
# 8-8 infd. Special. . ‘ . Big special. ... 85c 


MAIL ORDERS FILLED SAME DAY 


45 Vesey Street, New York City 10% Cash 


New York Headquarters for Transmitting Apparatus Must Accompany All 
WHEN IN TOWN VISIT OUR STORE Cc. O. D. Orders 


Say You Saw It in QST — It Identifies You and Helps QST 95 


End of the line: 
Leeds, "The Home of Radio," deep discounts the Gold Bug. 
July, 1932, ad from QST magazine. 
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As with most other manufacturer’s keys, there are 
exceptions to these typical manufacturing details. A photo from the 
Bunnell files provided for inspection by Joe Jacobs shows an early 
Gold Bug, SN 42, with a pinned plate. And a late model (SN 918) 
in my collection has the nameplate fixed to the brass baseplate with 
small brass screws rather than rivets (see photo on page 11). SN 
918 also has an unusual steel straight-sided base, whereas the cast 
iron bases of the typical Gold Bugs have an ogee, or S-curve, sided 
base. 

In the end, the patents, trademark registrations and court 
battles were for naught. Ghegan’s fancy key was no match for 
Martin’s proven split-lever design. Soon, Gold Bugs were being 
sold almost as surplus by the discounters. Where the original retail 
price was $12.50, Leeds, "The Home of Radio," was selling them 
off in 1932 for $4.45. The marketplace, not the courts, gave the 
victory to Vibroplex, which would continue to make and sell their 
bugs long after John Ghegan’s invention was a memory. 


Notes and References 


Contrary to the descriptions in Ingram’s Keys, Keys, Keys and his 
Keys Il: The Emporium, there was no gold on the Gold Bug, and 
it was not designed as a "trophy or retirement gift" or a "special 
achievement award." Jesse Bunnell died on February 8, 1899, 
obituaries courtesy of John Mathews, KE6LAW (Electrical World, 
Feb. 18 1899), and Giles Crabtree, W3PR (The Electrical 
Engineer, Feb. 16 1899). Ghegan president of company -- certainly 
he was president by 1915, see the 1915 edition of Catalog 27. 

French: Vibroplex Collector’s Guide (Artifax Books, 1990). 
Holly: The Vibroplex Co. Inc. (Vibroplex, 1990). Bunnell carried 
Vibroplex: The 1918 price list offered the nickel plated No. 4 
(Blue Racer) model at $17.00, and the Upright at $15.00, see 
Bunnell’s Last Catalog (Artifax Books, 1991), page 7 and end. 

Gold Bug marketed in 1923: In the trademark application, 
the company claimed use of the mark since November 1, 1923. 
Attorney Farnsworth: Copies of letters courtesy of Joe Jacobs. For 
details on Bunnell’s legal problems with Vibroplex, see Holly, 
pages 26, 27. 


13 


KEYS IN UNIFORM 
The Bathtub Key 


Here’s a key that would fall comfortably under the "Foreign Keys" 
column heading. But it seems more appropriate to place this 
aircraft key under the heading of a military key, since one aspect 
of its design is distinctly related to the dangers of military service. 
A danger which is most obvious when the seas form an obstacle 
between the airport and the front. 


WWII British R.A.F. "bathtub" key. 


The British "bathtub" key, sometimes called a "boat" key, 
is given those obvious nick-names for the shape of its base. Lou 
Moreau, W3WRE, and Murray Willer, VE3FRX, in their article 
"Foreign and Military Telegraph Keys," state that the bathtub key 
was used on British (RAF) bombers during WWII. 

Since it was used in aircraft, the bathtub key is enclosed, of 
the flameproof variety. A significant design feature is the bale, or 
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spring-clip, which performs double duty on this key. As shown in 
the first photo, the clip normally rests just forward of the knob, 
holding the cover of the key closed. To open the key, the bale is 
pulled toward the operator. The cover may then be pivoted upward. 

The second purpose of the clip is to activate the key to 
provide an emergency beacon. "If the aircraft was going to ditch 
in the sea," Moreau and Willer wrote, "the operator pushed the 
spring clip over the protective skirt of the knob to send out a 
carrier signal to assist in locating the downed aircraft." 


Clip pulled back permits cover to be opened. 


At first glance, the two small "knobs" on top of the key 
look like adjustments for gap and tension. They are actually 
insulated wire-nuts for the wire terminals. With the cover of the 
key open, the adjustments are accessible; they are the usual screw- 
and-jam-nut arrangement. The contacts can be seen hanging below 
the lever just aft of the gap adjustment. 

Certain models of military keys were made in excess. The 
U.S. J-38 is an example. Caches of such keys, new and in their 
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original packaging, occasionally come onto the market. The British 
bathtub key is no exception. In fact, new bathtub keys have been 
offered for sale during the past year from both England and 
Australia. This is one key that the collector won’t have to accept 
in anything less than excellent condition. With a little patience, the 
bathtub key shouldn’t be difficult to find rolled in its original 
cardboard wrapping in mint condition. 


All functional parts are attached to top cover. 


Many key collectors like to use their finds on the air. Some 
keys lend themselves to this: The J-38 is a superb straight key. Old 
Vibroplex bugs can, with practice, be given new life. Paddles are 
an obvious choice. But the bathtub key is not. Like the British 
W.T. 8-AMP key, it has (in my opinion) a clunky, stiff feel. This 
may be due to the generous amount of plastic used in those keys. 
But the bathtub key lends itself to several specialized collecting 
areas -- foreign, military, or flameproof. Its unusual design and 
interesting history make it a great display piece, one sure to attract 
notice and raise questions. 


References: Louise R. Moreau, W3WRE, and Murray D. Willer, 
VE3FRX, "Foreign and Military Telegraph Keys," The A. W.A. 
Review, vol. 3 (Antique Wireless Association, 1988). 
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Notes from the Vibroplex file 


Finding the Zephyr 


This column won’t always cover new discoveries; sometimes a 
reminder of things easily overlooked is just as useful. For example, 
collector Randy Cole, KN6W, told me he once nearly walked by 
a Champion, until he realized it was a Zephyr. There are 
differences between the two, but you’ve got to pay attention. 


Champion on left, Zephyr on right. 


Unless you see these models side by side, it’s easy to 
overlook that half-inch base width difference between the 3.5" wide 
Champion base, and the 3.0" wide Zephyr. Or the circuit closer on 
the Zephyr. So look carefully at that "Champion" before rejecting 
it. Want to double check? A U.S. dollar bill is about 6 inches 
wide. Folded in half, it makes a good 3-inch ruler. Use it to tell 
you whether or not you’ve found that elusive Zephyr. 
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Leaf-Spring Switches 


Most of us are familiar with the use of simple strap keys in 
telegraphy. There’s Alfred Vail’s first "finger-key" (see TVC2 p. 
17), which was soon supplanted by his lever correspondent. We 
know that although good code is best sent with a good Morse key, 
in certain situations like slow-speed light signalling a simple strap 
key is all that’s required. The Signal Corps J-46 shown at TVC5 
p. 14 is one example. 

This knowledge, unfortunately, can predispose us to assume 
that all strap keys (or leaf-spring keys) are related to telegraphy. 
That gets us into trouble when we see an odd design, like the key 
below. We rationalize a hook-up in which it could be used for 
telegraphy. We shouldn’t, because it wasn’t. 


Ed Biter, NS3E, collection/photo 


Ed’s key was made by The Leeds & Northrup Co. of 
Philadelphia and is marked "#15216." Pressing the knob closes two 
circuits in quick succession. This is "Especially suited for 
Wheatstone bridge experiments in which the upper pair of contacts 
closes the battery circuit and the lower pair the galvanometer 
circuit." 

That’s the purpose of this design as described in the 1929 
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edition of the Central Scientific Company’s "Catalog F." CENCO, 
as it was called, was a supplier of laboratory apparatus and 
chemicals. It sold items such as barometers, static machines, 
calorimeters, galvanometers, wave meters and short wave 
demonstration outfits. In short, anything that would be useful for 
the demonstration or investigation of physical phenomena. 

These switches are simple, open affairs, so that the student 
or experimenter could see what was going on when the button was 
pressed. As offered by CENCO, the bases are wood or hard 
rubber. The leaves are phosphor bronze. Binding posts are brass, 
and contacts are generally silver. CENCO lists them under "keys, 
commutators and switches." We will use the terms key and switch 
interchangeably here, keeping in mind that by "key" we do not 
mean they were intended for Morse use. 


" No. F3501 


No, F3503 


Item F3501 (left above) simply closes a circuit. F3503 
(center) may look more like a telegraph key with a gap adjustment. 
But the purpose of the screw is so that "the key can be locked 
down and the circuit kept closed." 

Key F3505 (right) operates as a momentary single-pole, 
double throw switch, or a break-make device. "This arrangement," 
the catalog says, "makes possible a variety of uses in measuring 
circuits." 

The "Zeleny Discharge and Damping Key" (F3512, next 
page, top), is one of the most complex designs. The main key on 
the left side of the base is used to discharge a condenser (more 
recently called a capacitor) through a moving-coil galvanometer in 
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order to measure capacity “as shown by Prof. A. Zeleny in the 
Physical Review, February, 1906." On the right side of the base is 
a simple contact used to damp, or bring to rest, the galvanometer 
coil after deflection. 


No. F3512 


Below left is a "double break" key (no. F3515). It is used 
in a circuit to increase the sensitivity of a ballistic galvanometer 
to measure flux linkage changes and inductance. 


No, F3515 No. F3517 


No. F3517 (above right) is a reversing key. It operates as 
a pole-changer in which current flows only when one or the other 
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of the keys is depressed. That this and the other leaf-spring keys 
shown in this article are intended for use by instructors in an 
educational setting is articulated by the statement that F3517 "is a 
particularly useful device ... in certain demonstrations in which 
convenience to the lecturer is an important consideration." 

Steve Wilson’s (K@JW) find shown below is similar to Ed 
Biter’s key. There are four terminals; two are hidden by the leaf 
stand. Steve’s key has the added feature of a second knob. The 
lower knob would permit closing one circuit independently of the 
other. This key was made by Eberbach & Son Co., of Ann Arbor, 
Michigan. It has a polished, double-step base, and the brass leaves 
have an attractive striped finish. Compared to the utilitarian 
CENCO designs, it is a work of art. 


Steve Wilson, KQJW, collection/photo 


These scientific experiment keys occasionally turn up at 
hamfests. But now that we know what they are, we can ignore 
them -- or, perhaps, start to collect them. A shelf of several 
varieties of leaf-spring keys would be an eye-catching exhibit. 

Just don’t mix them up with your telegraph keys. 


2. 


unclassified ads 


When responding, say you saw it in 
The Vail Correspondent. 


For sale: Antique McElroy Code 
Aptitude Test; set of three 78 RPM 
12" discs. new original pack, $18 
incl UPS. A. Nutkis, 2085 Kennedy 
Blvd, Jersey City NJ 07305. 


Urgently need a copy of the pocket 
book "The Phillips Code" formerly 
sold by Vibroplex. Will gladly pay 
any reasonable price. Thank you for 
your help. Don Kelly, K7RM. 
27973 Bush Lane, Scappoose OR 
97056. (503) 543-6548 [66487]. 


Limited quantities of Morse 
Ephemera, Sam Morse photos, 
Code Instruction Manuals & Morse 
code story book. Railroad 
Telegraphy history book available 
in the Spring. Info, SASE or 
postage funds. Robert W. Betts, 8 
Little Fawn Drive, Shelton CT 
06484 USA. 


Telegraph keys wanted! Please 
send SASE for my latest list of over 
400 keys & scientific instruments 
for trade. Tom Perera, K2DCY, 11 
Squire Hill Road, North Caldwell 
NJ 07006. 


Semi-automated keys or devices in 
any condition by early American 
key makers wanted. Also seeking 
Morse/Baudot/ASCII tape devices 
ca 40’s ff, both straight line and 
cryptographic, and a wetted relay 
for Hallicrafters TO keyer (or 
working HAIA). Write: Doug 


Hensley, WJ5J, 5678 College 
Drive, Baton Rouge LA 70806- 
HAE 


Wanted, two shorting levers for 
McElroy straight keys. Wyn 
Davies, Pen-Y-Maes, Halcog 
Brymbo, Wrecsam, Clwyd, LL11 
SDR Wales. Tel: 01978-756330. 


Found during office move, last 
three (of 75) limited edition signed, 
numbered, hard-cover copies of my 
book "McElroy" (1993). $110 ea 
ppd USA. Call to reserve. Tom 
French, 151 Barton Rd., Stow MA 
01775. (508) 562-5573. 


McElroy tee shirt, L or XL size, 
$19.95 ppd. Multi-color 9" X 14" 
reproduction Chart of Codes, $12 
ppd USA, $14 DX (US funds). J.F. 
Rhilinger, KC1MI, 37 Pearl St., 
Boston MA 02125. (617) 825- 
9763. 


16 p. revised list, my surplus 
telegraph related, illustrated- $3 
plus 2 stamps ($5 refund on $20+ 
purchase). TV Jacobs, 5 Yorktown 
Place, Fort Salonga NY 11768. 
(516) 261-1576; FAX (516) 754- 
4616, email joekey@AOL.com 


key clicks 


Letters will be published as space 
permits, and may be edited. 


Russell & Stoll Key 

Here’s more info on the Russell & 
Stoll mystery key, TVC15, p. 17 
[bottom photo]. Mounted inside the 
base is a capacitor, 4 3/8" X 2 3/4" 


Eee 


Collector of Telegrapn Kays, 


BIZ CARDS» 


Old! Radios. Microphones. _& Apparatus 
Buy / Trade | Sell - Free Lists 


K2DCY 
TOM PERERA 


11 Squire Hill Road 
N Caldwell, NJ 07006 
(201), 226-9185 


(Summer) 
Fassett Hill Road 
Hancock, VT 05748 
(802) 767-3265 


COLLECTOR: TELEGRAPH KEYS AND EQUIPMENT 
BUGS AND STRAIGHT KEYS 
SPECIALIST - ( McELRoy Mac-Keys) 


KCIMI 
JOHN F, RHILINGER 

MEMBER 
MOHSE TELEGRAPH CLUB 


ANTIQUE WIRELESS ASSOC 
OCWA #21624 


37 PEARL ST 
BOSTON, MA 02125 
(617) 825-9763 


X 5/8", probably for spark filter. 
The number "5" is stamped on 
inside of sub-base plate (6 3/8" X 3 
1/8" X 1/8") at terminal end of 
capacitor. The number "5" is also 


stamped on inside of aluminum base 


beneath the nameplate. 

The knob (1 3/16" in 
diameter) has a red top and green 
bottom. The contacts (5/32") appear 
to be replaceable. 

Finally, the two small tapped 
holes i in the center of the sub-base 
are for mounting the capacitor. John 
Elwood, WW7P. 
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WANTED 
PRE 1900 
SEEECTRICITY: 
__ MEDICAL © X-RAY _ 
_TELEGRAPHY * TELEPHONE 
PRE 1925 
RADIO * WIRELESS 
Bas 1940 
LEVISION 
BOOKS * ae: * ARTIFACTS 
MAGAZINES | . AUTOGRAPHS 


CATALOGS e EPHEMERA P.O. BOX 398 
ELMA, NY 14059 
PHONE i 71 6-68 1-3186 
FAK" 716-Ok!I YSYo 


~ tECRGRAPH 


instruments - books - magazines - trade catalogs 


wanted 


(508) 562-5573 
Amateur Radio Keys 
All Landline instruments 
T.R. McElroy a specialty 


TOM FRENCH 
151 Barton Road 
Stow MA 01775 USA 


Navy mystery key 

On page 17 [of TVC15, top photo], 
the Navy key was standard issue to 
ships during WW2 and for some 
time afterwards. They were 
available as new stock at least 
through the Vietnam era to WW2 
shipping still in service. 

The key was often mounted on 
an 8" square black Bakelite plate 
which had start and stop buttons for 
the xmtr it was patched to, and also 
bore a standard mounting hole 
pattern. There should also be a 
large jeweled pilot lamp to indicate 


the xmtr was on. Underneath was a 
blue and gold edge type connector 
for plugging the whole plate 
assembly into a socket on the 
operating desk. 

On Navy ships of the period, 
patch panels were standard for 
switching audio, rx’s, tx’s, keys, 
antennas, etc. into and out of 
circuits. The key position would 
have been labeled on a patch panel 
as a local op position, and by 
turning the patching knobs 90 
degrees, a key’s path could be 
traced to a particular xmtr. There 
would also be a headphone jack at 
that position for patching a receiver 
also, and always at a desk with a 
typewriter for copying traffic. 

It was an era. both the armed 
services and the department of 
commerce will drop the use of CW 
this October. Doug Hensley, WJ5J. 


Spy Key 

Per issue #15, p. 12, Tom’s article: 
In addition to this key (correct) it is 
stamped with "6B" on base 
indicating it was made by J.H. 
Bunnell to WECo specs, which may 
account for their "crisp feel" and 
their subsequent use as a code key. 
Joe Jacobs, Ft. Salonga, NY. 


The Coffe Mecograph 

Got the latest TVC [no. 15]. Nice 
job on the Coffe. I really appreciate 
the way he is leaving it alone until 
he knows what the hell he is doing. 
Serves as an example to us all. I am 
still slobbering. Lynn Burlingame, 
N7CFO. 


TVC is perfect 
I continue to enjoy your 
publication. It is perfect for 


someone like me with neither the 
funds nor room for a collection! I 


can enjoy the subject through your 


pages. 

Loved the "Spy Keys" item! 
Bet it surprised many "experts." 
Dave Bradley, WOCUB. 


The Texas Vibroplex co 

I enjoyed the feature on my "Texas 
Vibroplex" in issue 13. I have 
studied the variations between the 
Liggett, ATOZ and Vibroplex 
Model X keys and I’m not 


altogether convinced it is in fact a 


re-plated ATOZ key, but I am still 
digging for more information on the 
origin of the key. 

I certainly haven’t come up 
with much yet, but one small part 
of the puzzle fell into place 
regarding "Liggett" [through 
research done courtesy of Penny 
Reynolds at the Tyler, Texas, 
Library as follows:] 

Records available do not 
indicate V.D. Liggett was a 
company, but an individual. V.D. 
Liggett was Van D. Liggett. 
Records earlier than 1932 are 
fragmented, revealing little. 
However, they indicate that Mr. 
Liggett was a telegrapher with the 
St. Louis & Southern Railway from 
1932 - 1934. He was telegraph 
manager with the same railway from 
1934 - 1937, and then wire chief 
from 1937 - 1942. 

Mr. Liggett passed away in 


1958, and his wife, Sadie, in 1976. 
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Only one relative is known at this 
time, a daughter, Barbara, whose 
whereabouts is unknown. Records 


are still being searched for any 


further data on Mr. V.D. Liggett. 
Steve Wilson, KOJW. 


